Nebraska State Records Board

440 S. 8" St. Suite 210, Lincoln, NE 68508 402-471-2745

John A. Gale, Chairman

APPLICATION FOR STATE RECORDS BOARD GRANT
TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION

1. Name of agency applying for grant : Pierce County NE

2. Grant amount requested $12,300.00

3. Title of project: County WebGIS

4. Brief description of project: The project includes building a WebGIS application that
will link to the existing Manatron/TerraScan database in use in the Assessor’s Office to
promote online access to public records by citizens, businesses, other County

departments and other local/county/regional/State agencies.

Responses ave requived to all questions in Parts I & II and all associated documenis that may be reguested must be included
in this submission in order (o be considered for funding,




The Nebraska State Records Board is sponsoring a grant program for Nebraska
government agencies for the development of programs and technology to improve electronic
access to Nebraska government information and services by citizens and businesses with
emphasis on web-enabled services. The State Records Board has set the maximum amount
of any grant awarded at $25,000.00 for this grant period. The grants may be used for the
creation or enhancement of electronic access and delivery of government services and
information, but not to fund ongoing operations. Nebraska government agencies wishing to
apply for these grants may want to first contact Nebraska.gov to establish feasibility and
scope of the project.

NOTE: Loss of Funding. The NE State Records Board may be unable to award grant
funds, in whole or in part, in the event funding is no longer available.

Grant Criteria
Grant projects requesting funding must meet criteria #1-3.

1. Enhance the delivery of local government agency services and improve the public and
business access to those services with emphasis on web-enabled services.

2. Meet the all applicable Nebraska Information Technology Commission Standards and
Guidelines. State’s technology access clause for providing equal access to services for
persons with disabilities. A copy of the technology access clause is available at:
http://www.nitc.state.ne.us/standards/index.html under 2. Accessibility Architecture.

3. If the project or service created or improved pursuant to the grant application involves the
licensing, permitting or regulation of businesses, then the project or service must allow
integration with the State of Nebraska’s Business Portal at:
http://www.nebraska.gov/index.phtml?section=business, and the One-Stop Online
Business Registration System at:
http://www.nebraska.gov/osbr/cgi/domestic.cei?/osbraapplication/init/init/None.

In addition, the following criteria will be considered when reviewing applications:

e Does the project enhance the delivery of state/local government agency services and
improve the public, government and business access to those services?

Does the project enhance or create an online presence?

Does the project span more than one office or agency?

What is the size of the customer base for this service and the geographic impact?

Is there financial and or in kind contribution from other partners?

e [sthere documented community support for the project?

Responses are required to all questions in Parits I & Il and all associated documents that may be requested must be included
in_this submission in order to be considered for funding.




Part L Grant Detail

1. Please describe the project in detail, to include your vision for the project (vou may
attach additional pages if necessary).

Pierce County has a GIS already in place with the Assessor’s office. The County also has
a website that provides basic information in text format without any mapping capability.
The County wants to embrace WebGIS technology for enhanced access to information,
mapping and functionality — see Attachment 1 for GISW’s proposal.

As an initial phase, Pierce County’s WebGIS will feature the Assessor Tab. The Board
wishes to include other departments such as Roads and Emergency Management as
subsequent phases in expanding the WebGIS over time and budget years. Immediately
after development of the Assessor tab, the WebGIS will also be helpful to other entities in
the Courthouse. For example, the Treasurer’s Office will be able to use it for tax
inquiries. John Johnson is the Planning/Zoning Administrator for Pierce County and also
for Madison County who has WebGIS through GISW. Mr. Johnson has demonstrated to
the Pierce Board the functionality and tools available through the Madison County
WebGIS and has shared information regarding his experience with the public’s use and
support of the WebGIS in Madison County. The Board looks forward to providing this
type of information to Pierce County. Additionally, the Weeds department will use it for
determining property owners and property location for spraying noxious weeds and
issuing notices to landowners.

Installing the WebGIS system in the Assessor’s Office will assist Emergency
Management with 911 calls and emergencies by providing easy access to aerial
photography, site photos, site sketches and assessment database information for the
property of interest. It will also benefit both fire and rescue departments to aid in their
situational awareness when responding to emergencies and enhance public safety.

The WebGIS will be developed and maintained by GIS Workshop, Inc. It will provide
public access to query the assessment database by property owner, address, and parcel ID
numbers. If the above are unknown, the WebGIS also includes an option to manually
select a parcel and {rom the map to query the database.

The Pierce County Board, Assessor, Clerk/Election Commissioner/Register of Deeds,
other departments, cities and villages feel that this WebGIS will be useful by increasing
efficiency for everyone accessing County public records. The web-based environment
also enables the general public to access this information at any time.

2. Please describe who the beneficiary or recipient of this service will be.

Anyone interested in land records information for the County will benefit from this
project. The County offices of Assessor, Clerk/Elec Commisstoner/Register of Deeds,
Treasurer, Emergency Manager, Sheriff, Roads, Planning/Zoning, Surveyor and Weeds
will benefit from this program. Property owners, banks, insurance companies, appraisers,
realtors and attorneys will have access to the property assessment and valuation
information at no extra cost to them. Partner agencies such as the Natural Resources

Responses are required to all questions in Parts I & I and all associated docaments that may be requested nust be included
in this submiission in order to be considered for funding,




Districts, the City of Pierce, surrounding cities and villages and various State agencies
will also benefit from easy access to County data. Efficiencies realized from 24/7 access
will result in increased productivity and cost savings for both public and private entities.

3. Based upon your answer to question 2, what do you preject the adoption rate to be
in 1 year, 3 years and 5 years?

Based on input we have received from real estate professionals and other government
agencies we believe the adoption rate of the WebGIS technology will be immediate.
Numerous County department staff have attended Board meetings to express their
support.

4. Timeline for implementation of the project (a specific completion date ((MM/YYYY)
must be provided). Grant funds may lapse if not expended prior to completion date.

GIS Workshop confirms the project to be completed no later than December 31, 2012
(12/31/2012).

5. Does the project require additional statutory authority (explain)?
No.

6. Specify (in detail) what the grant money will be used for. Include a complete cost
breakdown of the project. Please attach bids from vendors (if applicable) and
describe the relationship, if any, between a vendor and you or yeur agency. These
documents are mandatory for the application to be considered for funding.

We will contract with vendor GIS Workshop, Inc. to develop a WebGIS for Pierce
County. Attachment 1 contains an overview of the project in GISW’s Proposal document.
The Proposal is for development of a WebGIS site for Pierce County, which will make
information available 24/7. The total amount of grant money awarded to Pierce County
will be used to defray the following initial GIS development expense. See attached
proposal by GIS Workshop for this project as Attachment 1.

7. Collaboration. Please specify in detail any other public or private contributions for
your project (financial, labor, equipment etc.) from other sources. Identify
contributors and/or partners and specific dollar amounts.

The Pierce County Assessor, Treasurer, Roads and Clerk Offices will be assisting in
compiling information, data entry and maintaining current data to assure all information
is correct and up to date. GIS Workshop will be designing and building the WebGIS,
coordinating with the County and hosting/maintaining the site. Pierce County Assessor,
Clerk and Roads staff, along with other interested parties, will participate in GIS training
provided by GISW.

Responses are required to all questions in Parts I & I and all associated dociments that may be requested nust be included
in this submission in ovder to be considered for funding.




8. Why is the grant money needed for the project and how will the service be sustained
once the grant money is expended?

The grant money is needed to improve public access to important County information
and to increase efficiency in the future. Pierce County will agree to maintain the program
and any fees that go along with it to keep the system up and running for future years
through budgeting of this County-wide WebGIS project and by making it a priority.

9. Should available funding not allow the NSRB to grant the full amount requested,
but a reduced amount, would this project still be financially feasible?

The full amount will be necessary to initially defray the cost to Pierce County of
implementing the GIS. The County fully anticipates being able to fully meet annual
maintenance costs of the GIS after it is implemented.

10. Please describe how this project will enhance the delivery of on-line government
agency services and improve the public and/or business access to those services.

The WebGIS application that is included as part of this project is a proven system for
delivering tax assessment and related information. The application allows the user to
submit queries to the Manatron/TerraScan database containing tax assessment
information. The Property Record Card component of the WebGIS has several
customized reports, derived from the Manatron/TerraScan database, containing land
record information that are valuable to real estate professionals, citizens and other
government agencies. The web-enabled application also shows photos and sketches from
the Assessor’s database.

In addition to textual database information and photos/sketches the WebGIS application
also includes GIS data layers such as land use, soils and aerial photography which are all
valuable for visualizing information associated with government records.

11. Does the project involve the licensing, permitting or regulation of business?
If yes, explain how the project or service will allow integration with the State of
Nebraska’s Business Portal, located at:
http://www.nebraska.gov/index.phtml?section=business, and the One-Stop Online
Business registration system located at: https://www.nebraska.gov/osbr/index.cgi

No, this is not applicable to this project.

12. Community Support. Please include letters of support to document the public
expression that has caused you to implement this application.

Attachment 2 contains numerous letters of support from the Pierce County community.

Responses are required to all questions in Parts I & 11 and all associated documents that may be requested must be included
in this submission in order to be considered for funding.




13. If the grant is to create an on-line application, is the application to have a fee
associated with its use for accessing public records, or is the application free for use
by the public, businesses and other governmental agencies?

As a result of the 2011 SRBG application discussions, GISW developed a subscription-
based WebGIS option which would allow the County to offer advanced sales information
on a subscription basis to end users such as realtors, bankers, insurance and other
business professionals. The County has not yet made a determination if they will select
the subscription-based option but will do this during the Scope of Work development
process with GISW.

If there is to be a fee, provide any statutory authorization for assessing the fee.

The County has not yet made a determination if they will select the subscription-based
option but will do this during the Scope of Work development process with GISW. Any
fee will be consistent with other Nebraska Counties who are using a subscription-based
format.

14. If the grant application is for a Geographic Information System project, do you and
the agency vou represent agree to share the data collected in that project, without
costs, with other interested government agencies in the State that may have a need
for such data?

Yes.

Responses are required to all guestionys in Pavts I & H and all gssociated documenis that may be requested must be included
in this submission in order 1o be considered for funding,




PartIl.  Technical Information
1. Describe the hardware, software, and communications needed for this project and
explain why these choices were made.

GISW will utilize a county WebGIS application template and host it on their redundant
servers in Downtown Lincoln, NE. The WebGIS application is built using the industry
standard technology, Esri ArcGIS for Server. County staff, as well as external users, will
access the system using a standard internet browser such as Internet Explorer or Firefox.

County staff may also choose to use other GIS programs such as Esri ArcGIS for
Desktop to view or manipulate GIS data. For persons who do not have Internet access,
the Public Library supplies several computers for this service at no charge.

The Esri-based WebGIS application was chosen to maximize the user-base, simplify data
access and reduce the need for user training. The WebGIS application also reduces the
effort involved in maintaining the system in the future.

2. Address any technical issues with the proposed technology including:

e Conformity with general accepted industry standards. Projects which
interface with other state systems (such as distance learning systems) must
meet NITC technical standards and guidelines. (The NITC standards and
guidelines are located at: http://www.nitc.state.ne.us/standards/).

e Compatibility with existing institutional and/or statewide infrastructure.

e Reliability, security and scalability (future needs for growth or adaptation).

The GIS system will interface with the current Manatron/TerraScan (or any other
CAMA provider selected in the future) database systems in use in the County
today.

The systems and data constructed for this project will meet all the applicable
NITC and FGDC standards for GIS data and metadata. The proposed software
and data format technology is Esri-based. This is the industry standard GIS
technology in Nebraska today.

The GISW WebGIS interface is in use in numerous Nebraska counties with
proven reliability. Since it is based on Esri technology it is scalable and GISW
continues to add features based on input from clients. The WebGIS application
also has security features for layers that contain sensitive information.

3. Describe how the project will comply with the State’s Technology Access Clause:
meet all applicable Nebraska Information Technology Commission Standards and
Guidelines. Copies of the Standards are available at:
http://www.nitc.state.ne.us/standards/index.html. under 2. Accessibility
Architecture.

The WebGIS for Pierce County will be built and designed by GIS Workshop, with
adherence to standards established by the State of Nebraska. The digital map database

Responses are required to all questions in Parts I & II and all associated documents that may be requested must be included
in this submission in order to be considered for funding.




has been developed using the Nebraska State Plane Coordinate System, NAD83 as per
State/NITC guidelines. The system will comply with any other applicable NITC items.

4. Agencies submitting grant applications for funding of a Geographic Information System
(GIS) project must in addition to the standard grant application complete and submit the
Supplemental Questionnaire for State Funded Entities on Land Record Information and
Mapping-Related Grant Application found on the Boards website page *“Grant
Information” at www.staterecordsboard.ne.gov.

This supplemental questionnaire has been completed and is attached to this application.
S. Describe how technical support will be provided.

GIS Workshop will maintain the GIS data on our redundant servers. Pierce County
maintains their GIS information in the Assessor’s office. GIS Workshop will download a
copy of the Manatron/TerraScan CAMA data file every 24 hours to ensure that these data
are up-to-date on the GIS Workshop server. They have a dedicated technical support staff
that is available at any time during business hours to service the County’s needs.

Part IIl. EXPECTATIONS

It is the expectation of the Nebraska State Records Board that the grantee recognize the
project as an ongoing effort to make public documents and or transactions more accessible.

As this application relates to public documents the goal encompasses not only the
availability of current documents as described in this application but the ongoing addition of
new and updated documents in a timely manner. This goal recognizes the public’s interest
in not only historical information but the expectation that current data is obtainable. The
Nebraska State Records Board recognizes that this is a long term commitment on the part of
the grantee and anticipates the continued financial support of the grantee to maintain these
expectations.

PartIV. STATE LAW COMPLIANCE

Nebraska law, sections 4-108 through 4-114 state that no political subdivision of the State shall
provide public benefits, to include grants or contracts, to a person not lawfully present in the
United States. If this application is awarded in whole or in part, and during the time the grant is
in effect, the undersigned, on behalf of the political subdivision grant applicant, by signing this
grant application, affirmatively states and acknowledges that the political subdivision will
comply with this law.

Responses are required (o all questions in Parts I & IT and all associated documents that may be requested must be included

in this submission in order to be considered for funding.




Part V. CONTACT INFORMATION & SIGNATURE

Contact person, and titie, for any questions regarding this application:

Q,Q_qq e () ragae., £ occe Couvtu fissesc o
Printed Nafie R Title )
Phone# Hca- 339- 4315 E-mail_a 9505500 @ pre net. ned

Physical Address: i\{ 00 Cerert St Ron® 5
<“) 1“&2,(1‘_(2, )\( gi, (-n'racf’))ﬁf &‘!Li - 1 ‘L{

I, the Authorized Representative of Pf\fgrc_gm C@uvfﬁ;;\ , certify to the
Nebraska State Records Board that the applicant/agency has the”necessary authority to
undertake the proposed project, will comply with Affirmative Action requirements and
provide a drug free workplace environment.

Signed this Jnct__dayof Ao 1, 2012

emay A (Olana, .

CIL) Ageney Directof

Please return completed application to:

Executive Birector

Nebraska State Records Board
440 South 8" Street, Suite 210
Lincoln, NE 68508-2294

(402) 471-2745

(402) 471-2406 (fax)

Responses are required to all guestions in Parts I & I and all associated documents that may be requested must be included
in this subnission in ovder to be considered for funding.




Supplemental Questionnaire for State Funded Entities on

Land Record Information and Mapping-Related Grant Applications
Numbers refer to specific NITC Land Record Information and Mapping Standards

1.4

1.2

1.3

For a complete listing of these standards and guidelines please see:
http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/3-202.html

Datum. Local government multipurpose GIS/LIS (Geographic Information
System/Land Information System) and their associated geospatial data layers should
be based on the North American Datum (NAD) 83 and the North American Vertical
Datum (NAVD) 88. Any existing systems developed based on other datums should
consider conversion to these datum.

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: All GIS data that are constructed or converted as part of this
project will use the specified datums.

Projection. The Nebraska Plane Coordinate System, NAD 83, should be used as
the primary map projection system for the recording of positions in local land-data
systems in Nebraska. Selection of any other projection should be done reluctantly
and only after most careful consideration. The plane coordinate values for a point on
the earth's surface may be expressed in either meters or feet.

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: All GIS data that are constructed or converted as part of this
project will use the specified projection.

Geodetic Control. GIS/LIS systems developed with the goal of providing a
multipurpose cadastre for local government use should be referenced to a local
geodetic reference framework that is properly connected to the National Spatial
Reference System (NSRS).

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: The GIS data will reference the available geodetic control in the
project area as gathered from the NE State Surveyor and/or County/local Surveyor.



1.4 Public Land Survey System Control.

1.4.1 PLSS Geodetic Framework. For alt land in Nebraska that is subdivided
according to the Public Land Survey System (PLSS), the geodetic reference
framework for the cadastre should be the section corners of the PLSS for
each section.

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are
awarded a Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: All applicable GIS data (cadastre based data} will
reference and fit within the NE PLSS.

1.4.2 Locate, Monument, and GPS Primary Corners. At a minimum, local
government entities developing a geospatial land information system should
initially invest in a precision Global Positioning System (GPS) survey to
locate, re-monument as necessary, and obtain the geographic coordinates of
the major boundary defining corners that legally define the boundaries of
their county jurisdiction(s). These precision GPS survey coordinates for the
boundary defining corners should be collected and integrated as framework
data into the land information system. This effort should be coordinated with
officials from the adjacent county(ies) to ensure agreement on the location of
the shared corners.

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are
awarded a Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: The project will utilize all available GPS based
monumentation from NDOR, NE State Surveyor and the County Surveyor.

1.5 PLSS Base Map. Local governments considering the development of a multipurpose
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GIS, should consult with the Nebraska State Surveyor’s Office to locate and access
the best available data on the Public Land Survey System (PLSS) for their
geographic area. To assist the State Surveyors Office in maintaining a repository of
the best available PLSS data, local governments participating in the Nebraska Land
Information System Program should share any enhanced PLSS data, for their
geographic area, with the State Surveyors Office so that it might be integrated into
the PLSS repository database.

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: The project will utilize all available PLSS data from the NE State
Surveyor. Any new or reset PLSS monumentation/control will be supplied to the NE
State Surveyor via the County/local Surveyor.



1.6 Ortho-base (Aerial Layer) or Base Maps. Both a Public Land Survey System base
map and an orthophoto (surface features) base map should be used to provide the
geospatial reference framework upon which a local government multipurpose land
information system is developed. Both base maps should be tied to the National
Spatial Reference System and have a level of spatial accuracy appropriate {o the
range of applications planned for a given area.

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: The project will utilize the NAIP/FSA imagery as the base
imagery and provide the necessary tie to the National Spatial Reference System.
By using these data, the project by defaulf will be provided with the necessary
level of spatial accuracy.

1.7 Map Scale and Spatial Accuracy.

1.7.1  Minimum Horizontal Accuracy Standard. Public entities developing a GIS/LIS
program should conduct data collection and development in a manner to
achieve at least the minimum level of horizontal spatial accuracy consistent
with the National Horizontal Map Accuracy Standards corresponding to a
1:12,000 (1"= 1,000") scale map (90% of the “well defined” horizontal
locations must be within £33.3 ft. of their real world location).

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are
awarded a Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: The project will utilize the NAIP/FSA imagery as the
source base map. These data meet or exceed the stated accuracy
reguirements, thus the GIS data constructed using these based map data
will meet or exceed these stated minimums.



1.8 lLegal Lot and Parcel Layers. Two graphic data layers are necessary to provide the
foundation for a wide variety of local government GIS/LIS applications that involve
land subdivision and/or ownership.

a). The legal ot layer consisting of legal land subdivisions. These are aliquot
portions of the PLSS, filed subdivision plats and irregular tracts defined by filed
deeds.

b).The parcel layer that defines ownership tracts of land. These tracts may group
multiple legal lots into one taxable account and that typically represents the
boundaries of a landowner’s property. These data layers include locational
coordinates for points representing property corners, lines between property
corners representing property boundaries and closed polygons representing the
property area.

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: Where the source data exists, both layers will be constructed,
if applicable to the project.

1.9 Parcel Identifiers.

a). Each county/region should adopt a system of unique, permanent feature
identifiers (PID) that provide the link between each graphic land ownership parcel
polygon and the attribute information (ownership, size, situs address, value, etc.)
related to that specific land ownership property parcel.

b). A county/region PID system must be designed in a manner such that a unique,
statewide PID can be defined and maintained for each property parcel by using
the county FIPS code (Federal Information Processing Standards Publications) as
a prefix to the county/region’s PID system.

¢). To maintain this unique one-to-one association between a specific property
parcel and its related attribution information, new PiDs should be assigned
whenever a property parcel is altered by either splitting it into two or more parcels
or by combining two or more parcels to form a new parcel. The previous PIDs
should not be used for these new modified parcels, but the historical PID
associations should be maintained through a parent/child PID reference table.

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: The PID system currently in use in the project area meets all
three requirements.

dlvraue



1.10 Spatial Data Format. A broad range of state and regional applications require

1.1

S|Page

property parcel information. Many of these applications require the combining of
data across jurisdictional boundaries. To facilitate these applications, the property
parcel spatial (graphic) data should be either maintained in a manner that allows it to
be readily integrated in a common geographic data format (i.e., shapefile) or be
capable of being exported into a common geographic data format (i.e., shapefile),
while including the parcel identifiers.

Please describe how you would comply with this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant,

100% compliance: The data will be maintained in a common format (Esri
geodatabase or shapefile). Both these formats are Open GIS Consortium (OGC)
compatible.

Data Sharing-Data Integration. A major focus of the State Records Board grant
program is enhancing access to public records. Not only the general public, but also
other public agencies benefit from facilitating access to public records. As noted in
the NITC standard above there are numerous applications for which substantial
benefits can be derived by integrating data across jurisdictional boundaries. Please
describe whether your agency would be willing to share periodic updates of GIS-
enabled property parcel data, such that other agencies might integrate that data into
statewide or regional datasets to provide a resource for public agencies and the

general public and any restrictions that you anticipate might apply. (Nofe: this is not a
current NITC standard, but is an interest of the State Records Board)

100% compliance: Yes, these data may be shared.

Metadata. All geospatial land record databases, and their associated attribute
databases should be documented with Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)
compliant metadata outlining how the data was derived, atiribute field definitions and
values, map projections, appropriate map scale, contact information, access and use
restrictions, etc.

Piease describe how you would comply would this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: FGDC compliant metadata will be created as part of the
project.



1.12 Attribute Data. To provide the foundation necessary for a wide variety of local
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government applications, non-graphic, attribute data should be organized within the
GIS/LIS, which describes individual property parcels relative to their basic parcel
characteristics, tenure, value, history, buildings and units within the parcel, and tax
status. In most cases, much of this attribute data will already exist in separate
databases within a variety of local agencies and should be tied to the graphic
property parcel via the unique PID. To meet a range of state and regional
applications that require property parcel information, the following types of property
parcel data should be maintained (for every property parcel?) and (be) available in a
manner that allows it to be harvested, translated, and integrated intc a statewide
property parcel attribute dataset.

PID# ... Parcel identifier (county FIPS code plus local government PID)
Situs Address............... Address of parcel (may be muitiple fields)

Owner Address ............ Address of property owner (may be multiple fields)
Township........ccoeee Township #

Section ......cccocvinnn Section #

Range.........ccceovecinnne Range #

Range Direction ........... East or West

Legal Description......... Narrative legal description of parcel

Assessed Value ........... Total assessed value of property (land and improvements)
Land Value................... Assessed value of land

Area (Deeded) ............ Area of parcel according fo the deed

Property Class ........... {Res, Ag, Com, Rec., Ind.)

Property Sub-class ......i.e., Ag (Drytand, Irrigated, Grassland/Pasture, Waste)
Cwnership type............ Federal, State, County, Private, Tribal, Exempt, Other and Unknown
Tax District................... County ID plus Tax Dist. #

School District ............ State number definition

Landuse ..., Actual landuse with NPAT defined general categories
Property Parcel Type ... NPAT defined categories

Status .o {Vacant, Improved or Improved only) (NPAT defined)
Location ...................... {Urban, Sub-urban, Rural){NPAT defined)

City Size. oo, 1% class, 2™ class, primary, metro, or village

Source Document........ Sales/transfer reference or document (bock & page)
Recording Date ............ Most recent sales/transfer date

Sales Value................ Most recent sales value

Please describe how you would comply would this standard if you are awarded a
Nebraska State Records Board grant.

100% compliance: These data are already maintained and will continue to be
maintained and may be readily “harvested” from the CAMA/Administrative
database.



Coilaboration. In most instances, the development of a local government GIS system
and the related geospatial data involves a fairly costly initial upfront investment. These
costs are frequently offset by the benefits gained through coordination and collaboration
that an integrated GIS can bring to local government and related public entities. For
example, with property parcel data and maps the County Register of Deeds, the County
Surveyor, and the County Assessor all frequently maintain and make changes to aspects
of this data and the data is also commonly used by local public safety agencies, local
emergency responders, local transportation agencies and state agencies such as the
Dept. of Revenue, Dept. of Roads, and Game and Parks Commission. Please describe
the level and nature of any multi-agency/department involvement in the planning and
proposed management of your proposed GIS system.

Numerous County departments (Planning and Zoning, Roads, Weeds etc) have
expressed interest in collaborating and building upon the existing investment in GIS
technology that exists in the Assessor’s office to enhance their service provision to the
public. The local taxpayers have seen the advantages of the WebGIS in neighboring
Madison County and desire to have this tool available to them as well. They believe the
advantage of having 24/7 access to critical property data and mapping will save travel
costs. The cities, villages and applicable Natural Resource Districts also actively support
GiS development for the County to promote collaboration and communication through the
sharing of data. Emergency Management and law enforcement believe public safety will
be enhanced as a result of having vital property ownership information available to them
during critical emergency situations.

This project will promote public access to government records and enhanced collaboration
between depariments and other agencies.



www.gisworkshop.com

Pierce County,
Nebraska

402.436.2150

4949 NW 1st Street, Lincoln NE 68521
© 2012 GIS Workshop, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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The Pierce County Assessor currently has a basic text-only site for basic property data. She and the Board of
Commissioners see the need to share for advanced GIS property data across all County departments and with the
public through a new WebGIS solution. They seek to increase efficiency in the Departments’ services by providing
property information to the public in an internet mapping context. Pierce County has established the Assessors’
department as the foundation for subsequent departments within the County to participate in using GIS
information by the development of a web-based GIS site. They wish to establish a WebGiS for the County with tabs
for various departments to maximize the WebGIS. They will use the Assessor and Planning and Zoning as the
building blocks of the WebhGlS.

The following recommended layers and tools will appear on the new Pierce County WebGIS Site. Exact layer and
features will be part discussions during the Scope of Work development after initial budgetary proposal is
approved:

Recommended Assessor layers:

Parcels (supplied from assessor}

Sections (supplied from assessor)

Latest FSA aerial imagery (supplied by GISW)
Streets and roads (centerline)}

Bl T L

Recommended tools on the Assessor tab include:

Search tool for property owner identification via the property card
Quick identify tool for one-click basic ownership information
Zoom infout slider bar

Pan tool

Measurement tool {for measuring distances and areas)

Photo tool

o w AW N e

Recommended Planning and Zoning layers:

1. Parcels {supplied from assessor)
Sections (supplied from assessor)
Latest FSA aerial imagery {(supplied by GISW)
Streets and roads (centerline)
Zoning districts (supplied by County}
Floodplains {supplied by County)

New e e

Wellheads (supplied by County)

Recommended tools on the Planning and Zoning tab include those listed for the Assessor plus the addition
of a specialized Parcel Buffer tool.
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GISW proposes to design and build an enterprise WebGIS for Pierce County, NE, in which other departments within
the County will build upon and integrate with the assessment GIS foundation in the Assessor’s office. The system
is designed to leverage the investment the County made in the assessment GIS to promote online GIS for multiple
departments. If a County department is not “enabled” the icon is simply grayed out and unavailable. *Note:
assessment and appraisal data are tied to the Assessor GIS support contract which is already in place, as is the
Assessor tab on the WebGlIS.

The Assessor tab is the first step in setting up the enterprise WebGlS for Pierce County. The tab will feature the
data layers and tools specific to the needs of the Assessment staff and general public interested in assessment
information. The Assessor tab shown in Figure 1 below illustrates such features as property search capability, a
property identification tool and various map layers of interest to the Assessor and the general public. The WebGIS
will allow anyone with Internet access to search for and lock at maps concerning property ownership and sales
information, assessment and appraisal data and any other data associated with future tabs. The current text-only
site is subscription-based and this same functionality is available for advanced sales data and photo/sketches on
the Assessor tab of the new County WebGlIS site.

Assessor Planning/Zoning

@ ASSESSOR GIS

GET STARTED - 4 & X @ o Lavirs

|
|
|
|
|
|
L

All data last updated January 10, 2011,

Figure 1: Opening screen (Assessor Tab) of GIS Workshop's Enterprise WebGIS for Lincoln County, NE.

Additional tabs for this WebGIS project in the future may include Clerk, Roads and Emergency Management. This
initial budgetary proposal is for an Assessor tab with basic layers that have been identified as useful to each
department and requested by the public, along with a Planning and Zoning tab. These tabs, over time, will be
enhanced to meet needs such as asset management and budget forecasting. For example, the Highway
Supervisor may want to start mapping signs, bridges and culverts within the County. When signs are located with
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GPS coordinates, future tab enhancements will be able to provide the tools to see sign reflectivity and other
important features and attributes for the management of the Roads Department.

The beauty of WebGlIS is that it grows with each Depariment and continues to become an even greater asset

and tool over time.

ASSESSOR TAB DATA LAYERS

The default data layers include County parcels and public land survey system (PLSS) sections. The parcels will be
labeled with their parcel ID (PID) when the user zooms in far enough for the PID to fit inside the parcel boundary.
The PLSS section layer is mainly used to help with zooming to a specific section/township/range but it is available
as a visible layer on the map.

The WebGIS opens to the Assessor tab with parcels and base map (includes road centerlines, political boundaries,
and a shaded relief topography background) layers visible (as seen in Figure 1). The user can switch to a satellite
view that includes 2010 FSA aerial photography (as seen in Figure 4).

SEARCHES (GET STARTED)

Complete property and sales information is available within seconds via the search features. Under the ‘Get
Started’ drop-down menu, find a property options include owner name, parcel ID, address, or legal description.
Sales data may be filtered by date range, price range, year built, or other pertinent parameters. Figure 2 illustrates
the ‘Get Started’ options. Figure 3 shows the results table after searching for “Smith” in the owner name field.
Figure 4 shows the results of selecting a property. The map has zoomed into the chosen parcel and the parcel
polygon is highlighted. An option exists for the County Assessor to provide advanced sales searches to business
professionals on a subscription basis. Please refer to the pricing section of this document for option information.

Assessor Planning/Zoning Clerk

@ ASSESSOR GIS
GET STARTED -

. OWHER MAME 1 zmith - Submit
Find A Property Bl A
PARCEL IC 1 Submit
Map Navigation ot e i |
ADDRESS 1 Submit |
LEGAL ¢ Submit I
SaLes 1 [ Collapse | !
DURATION:  nONE v | TYPE! | ALL v -L
SALE DATE From 1 i T
PRICE From & i  Te
- FLOOR AREA Fromi T Tee
ACREAGE From 1 i I To B T
YEAR EUILT From : T Te
|
— = |
LOCATTON 1 |
|
o

LA | AL v | STYE ALL ™ ‘ |
J =t
l Wt
Submit

All data last updated January 10, 2611,

Figure 2: Assessor tab showing property search box
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Assessor Planning/Zoning

B ASSESSOR GIS
GET STARTED '~

Search Results

¥
Parcel ID Owner Name Address | |
1313500 SMITH RENTALS, LLC E12-B14 SO JEFFERS L ‘ |
1914500 SMITH RENTALS, LLC 802 50O JEFFERS | |
1318000 SMITH RENTALS, LLC 712 SO JEFFERS |
1916500 SMITH RENTALS, LLC 710 5C JEFFERS |
1917000 SMITH RENTALS, LLC 708 SC JEFFERS I
3756500 SMITH RENTALS, LLC -l-
3756502 SMITH RENTALS, LLC 10% WEST PHILID AVE 6 522-318 50 JEFFERS

s1z2500 SMITH BENTALS, LLC i
11014500 SMITH Z TWO BAR. LTD 24553 NO GARFIZLD CIMETERY 0

6267700 SMITH, ANTHONY R, & Re

4752000 2305 BEVERLY BLVD

1083630¢ SHITH, BELRESR

3552000 SMITH, EERNADETTE = 1702 CEDARE - 4
174 SMITH. BERNIE LEE

SMITH, ELAINE A. &K WF 2017 WEST 4TH

SMITH, BOBBIE D. -TRUS

3024300 SMITH, ERENDA L. 1317 EAST 12TH
B715137 SMITH. ERIAN S, & TAMY 737 EAST ERIARWOOD

5383350 SMITH, BROOKS T, |
5383352 SMITH, EROOKS T. 3218 WEST STATE FARM RD }
2088000 SMITH, ERYAN S. & AMBE 502-902 1/2 WEST ETH & 710 NO JESSIE &AVE

593000 SMITH., CHARLENE E. 421 WEST 15T

5812500 SMITH, CHARLES L. & 7284 EAST DAIRY RD

5814500 SMITH, & WF

5616000 SMITH. |

LAYERS

Print Results E

Print Report |2

Parcel 1Di

Parc e
Lot width
Lot Dapthi

s& Yearly Tax Information




MAP NAVIGATION

A slider bar for general zoom in/out viewing is available at all times. Additionally, under the ‘Get Started’ drop
down menu, the map navigation option allows the user to ‘zoom to section/township/range’. Easy panning or the
ability to move the map around is possible via the pan tool icon located in the toolbar. Figure 5 illustrates the zoom
slider bar and pan tool (hand icon).

Assessor

@ ASSESSOR GIS
GET STARTED - | avins

dat i

Figure 5: Zoom slider bar (right side) and activated pan tool icon (hand) in horizontal toolbar

Figures 6 and 7 illustrate the Map Navigation feature. The user enters a specific section/township/range and then
the map zooms into the specified section.
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Assessor PlanningiZoning
g U

@ ASSESSOR GIS
GET STARTED -

Find A Property
Map Navigation

All data last updated January 10, 2011.

Assessor Planning/Zoning

@ ASSESSOR GIS

LAYERS

All data last updated January 10, 2011,

Figure 7: Application zooms into the specified section




QUICK IDENTIFY TOOL

The quick identify tool allows a user to click inside a parcel on the map to see a pop-up window appear with basic
parcel, owner name, and address information. The quick identify tool is shown In Figure 8 below. Property card
information is also available through the identify tool.

Assessor Planning/Zoning

@ ASSESSOR GIS ’
GET STARTED %  Lavers

Property Card

All data last updsted January 10, 2011,

Figure 8: Activated Quick Identifier tool and information box result with link to Property Card
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MEASUREMENT TOOL

_

Length (feet, meters, miles, and kilometers ) and area (acres, square feet, square meters, square miles, and square

kilometers) measurements can be easily performed via the measurement tool. Using this tool, simply click at the

starting point and double click at the ending point to measure a length or draw a polygon by clicking at each vertex
location to measure the area. The total measurement appears in a box at the top of the screen as seen in Figure 9

below.

e Planning/Zoning

4 B X 2 £ Lavers
- . m

(30267

Property Card

FEng:[20W

¢ ion v e

All data last updsted January 10, 2011.

Figure 9: Measurement tool showing total length of the user-drawn line segment along the parcel boundary.

PLANNING AND ZONING TAB ADDITIONAL FEATURE: PARCEL BUFFER TOOL

]

The Planning and Zoning tab will feature an additional Parcel Buffer Tool. The buffer tool identifies property

owners within a user-defined radius (feet or meters) of a selected parcel. This information is available as a report

that can be printed to a PDF document. Figures 10 and 11 illustrate the buffer tool functionality.
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GET STARTED - LAYERS

Enter Buffer Langth :

C: Sec. 8
24 Town: 14 | RYN rawn: 14

Rng: 30W | Rng; S0W

All dat= last upd, uary 10, 2011

GET STARTED .» LAYERS

Search Results

Parcel 1D Owner Name Address | -
5928500 WESTLAKE, JANET 1. AFF.CC 6503 HO BUFFALO RD

5235000 L. QUARTER CIRCLE. LTD

6267500 MOREHEAD, TRACY LILLIAL 7247 NO BUFFALO RD

£267500 SPLITT, STEVEN R. & JUDY

£267685 HEWTON, DANIEL 3, B HICK 7 NO BUFFALO RD

£26

o0 SMITH, ANTHOHY R, & DEH NO BUFFALO RD

6273520 GARRISON, GARY D 723 BUFFALD RD
6279530 REID, H. KAY MO BUFFALD RD
6275700 MERKELIK. RICHARD H.

Report

All data last updated January 10, 2011,

Figure 11: Property owner search results from the buffer analysis
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GIS Workshop wili house the WebGIS on our redundant servers for Pierce County. Maintenance fees will be
payable annually in July of each year, effective July 2014.

A copy of the assessment data is updated every night from the County assessor’'s CAMA database to provide

current property data. Updates to the layers on the Planning and Zoning will be forwarded to GISW on a to-be-
determined basis.

The GISW team is ready to develop the Pierce County WebGIS project after acceptance and receipt of a signed

contract according to the tasks described in this proposal. We anticipate project completion to occur December
31, 2012 or earlier after contract execution based an the above outlined steps. Because of our reliance on various
County offices to perform certain steps in the project, we cannot be held liable for any delays in delivering the final
product.

The following provides the total and detailed costs for the services and deliverables described in this proposal.

Variations and/or additions to those tasks, features, or services stated within are subject to additional costs. Any
change orders must be documented, sighed by both parties and added as an addendum to this scope with the

additional costs for said change order added to the following costs.

Assessor tab set up and year 1 mainienance .........eveeceeerminnnceernienecnaee 57,300
Planning and Zoning tab set up and year 1 maintenance.........cc.ccocevecee......$5,000
Total Upfront Costs $12,300

Assessor tai}n:

Annual WebGIS tab mMaintenante oo e $4,800
Optional:

Annual subscription option (W/SUbSCrption) .........ccceeveeeeveeccncesireei s 51,500

Planning and Zoning tab:
Annual WebGIS maintenance {Planning and Zoning tab} .....cccvieiiee. 52,500

Total Annual Maintenance Costs effective January 2014 58,800
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Nebraska State Records Board

APPLICATION FOR STATE RECORDS BOARD GRANT
TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION

ATTACHMENT 2:

LETTERS OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT
FROM PIERCE COUNTY, NEBRASKA



Board of

C@ unity

Home of Willow Creek
State Recreation Areg——

April 2, 2012

TO: Nebraska State Records Board

RE: Grant Application for Pierce County NE

The Pierce County Board of Commissioners is in full support of the WebGIS project through GIS
Workshop, Inc. We believe moving from a basic website to the mapping-based WehGlIS fits nicely into
our comprehensive plan for Pierce County. Our investment that we have made in GIS for the Assessor
and Planning/Zoning departments will be able to be shared with the taxpayers via the Internet. We
believe the public wants this critical information available to them in a user-friendly format and we
believe WebGIS meets that need.

» N eSO ~nm e =S IO

We are discussing setting up a GIS budget for the County to facilitate not only the ongoing maintenance
for the two initial tabs as Phase 1, but to allow future departments to be added in subsequent Phases.

Please consider our grant and know that we are completely committed to this project and believe it
meets your worthy mission of getting Pierce County information in front of the public.

Respectfully,

Jim Maas, Chairman
Pierce County Board of Commissioners
Courthouse

111 W Court St

Pierce NE 68767

Pierce County Courthouse

Box 218 Plerce, Nabrasia 68767
Phone {402) 328-4474




Madison

County
Bank

S‘e/uvn)rt?
Floifheast Flobrootia

402 West Locust
PO. Box 700
Plainview, Nebraska 68769
Telephone 402.582.7878
Toll Free 866.929.7761

Fax 402.582 4954
E-mail mcbank@plvwtelconet
www.madisoncountybank.com

March 16, 2012

Nebraska State Records Board,

On behalf of Madison County Bank in Plainview, Nebraska, I would like to express our
support for the Pierce County WebGIS Website with mapping capabilities. Ithink it
would greatly serve the public, our customers and staff. Access to this vital public
information on a daily basis would increase productivity and efficiency in making
reliable and timely decisions for our customers.

The current procedure is to send someone 20 miles to the courthouse to research the
information we need and them make copies, disturbing staff and returning 20miles to
organize the information we need to make it available to those that need to make
decisions. Often we need to review deeds, maps, encumbrances, encroachments and
other legal information with regards to not only farm but residential property as well.
This would allow us to review the information we need, or get information we possibly
forgot, in a timely fashion and even after hours if necessary.

Making public information available to the public at their fingertips without them having
to take off of work during courthouse hours is a perfect example of “serving the public
well”. It will assist business as well as the general population in retrieving this
information without incurring additional costs in the meantime. Please consider this
project for our county of Pierce, Nebraska. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Brian Ickier

Branch Manager
Madison County Bank
Plainview, NE



New Frontier Insurance Agency

Merlyn F. Kuhl — Dennis M. Kuhl
Deb Gutz -- Jodi Timmerman — Pam Johnson
P.O. Box 483 « 400 N. State Street e Osmond, NE 68765
E-Mail address: nfiaosmond@abbnebraska.com
Phone: (402)748-3944 * FAX: (402)748-3146
Toll Free: (800)356-4303

To: Whom it May Concern or Nebraska State Records Board

I am writing this letter to support the Pierce County WebGIS. This website will be an integral part of
efficiently doing business in my profession. | rely on public information on a daily basis to quote new
insurance policies. If this information were available on a website, it would definitely enhance our
workflow and would allow us to better serve our clients.

At this time, we either have to drive to the courthouse or make a phone call to gather information
that is needed for routine business transactions. In order to quote property insurance, it is vital to
know all of the details of the property in order to receive an accurate quote. The more accessible
this information is, the better we can serve our customers.

If we were able to access this information on a website, our time spent accessing public information
would decrease. It would also be very helpful to retrieve this information after hours, as we work
past normal business hours often. This time-saving element will not only reduce our costs, but will
surely reduce the expense to the County as their employees are constantly helping us retrieve this
information.

During these economic times, all businesses are looking for ways to cut costs and improve efficiency.
The WebGIS will enable us to do both. For those and the other mentioned reasons, | support this
program and encourage your financial assistance for Pierce County.

Sincerely,

T

Merlyn Kuhl

New Frontier Insurance Agency




AGENTS
[ ] @
Fl nanci alr I nc. Website: www.bushandroe.us
402 W. Locust -- P0O. Box 549 Albion Office: P.O. Box 109 Norfolk Office: P.O. Box 2099
Plainview, NE 68769-0549 Albion, NE 68620-0109 Norfolk, NE 68702-2099

March 16, 2012

Nebraska State Records Board,

On behalf of Bush & Roe Financial, Inc, (Insurance Agency) in Plainview, NE, T am writing this letter in
support of the Pierce County WebGIS project with mapping.

We rely on this public information daily and are located about 20 miles from the courthouse in Pierce,
NE. When we need access to this information, it means a trip to the courthouse and back taking up critical
time for our employees to gather the information needed. Sometimes we call for the information,
however, this takes up valuable time for the county staff to get what we are looking for.

If we were able to access this information 24/7 online it would save much time and wages for our
company and for the general public who must likely take time from their jobs to go to the courthouse.
Accessing public information in this day and age of technology should be an easy, instant process.

We would greatly appreciate this service in Pierce County. Thank you for your consideration in this
matter.

Sincerely,

Loy CFAn—
Dennis E. ohnson, President

Bush & Roe Financial, Inc.
Plainview, NE

Toll Free: 888-408-0546 » Tel: 402-582-4952 « Fax: 402-582-4954 « E-mail: bushandroe@plvwtelco.net



402 W. Locust - PO Box 549 Plainview, NE 68769-0549

Website: www.bushandroe.com
Cheryl A. Bailey, Broker Dennis E. Jonson, Broker

~ Real Estate Agency

Residential, Agriculivwial, & Commencial Real Estate

March 16, 2012

Nebraska State Records Board,

I am writing this letter today to show my support for the Pierce County WebGIS mapping website here in
Pierce County. We are a real estate agency located in Plainview, NE. Believe it or not, we probably use this
information even more than some larger real estate agencies. Not only do we need to access this information
for our listings, but also for Broker Price Opinions, and we also handle our own closings so we also double
check all the information needed for closing a sale. Things like parcel information, where the property is
actually located by maps, deed info, encumbrances, encroachments and much, much more. Right now not
only do we have to drive 20 miles to get to Pierce County for that information, we are located in the corner of
3 counties and would have to go anywhere from 20-35 miles in every direction for the other courthouses. This
is a huge burden on our small business. Being able to access this information 24/7 right from our own office is
such a huge financial relief for us and for our clients. Public information in this day of technology should be at
our fingertips as citizens. So many people do not have the luxury of being able to access this information at the
courthouse between 9-4:30 so this would allow them access anytime day or night. Just as we need to accept
and be diligent about our government saving time and money with hours and wages our government too
needs to be sympathetic and supportive of the private sector’s costs and efficiency. It is called teamwork and
that really is what we are all here for anyway, to work together. Thank you.

Real Estate Broker/Owner

Bush & Roe, Inc
Real Estate Agency

Plainview, NE

TT-888-408-0546  Tel-402-582-4952 Pax-402-582-4954 Email: bushandroe(@plvweelco.net e



City of Pierce
106 S. 1%
Pierce, NE 68767

March 22, 2012

Nebraska State Records Board
440 S. 8™ st.

Ste. 210

Lincoin, NE 68508

Dear State Records Board,

The City of Pierce is in full support of the grant application being submitted by the Pierce
County Assessor for the WEBGIS project. The City of Pierce plans on using the new system to
primarily identify property owners for utilities and nuisances.

In the future, the City would like to utilize the system to overlay all of the city’s electrical, water,
and sewer lines, valves, and customer services. This system would eventually save hours each
month by not having to search for those types of infrastructure during an emergency, or when
doing common maintenance. These types of systems allow our city to run more effectively
which results in cost savings for our residents.

I appreciate the opportunity for Pierce County to apply for this grant and I look forward to being

able to utilize this resource to better serve the residents of Pierce.

Sincerely,

Chad E. Anderson,
City Administrator




Security National Bank

March 21, 2012

Nebraska State Records Board,

On behalf of Security National Bank, Osmond, Nebraska | would like to go on record as being in
full support of the Pierce County WebGls. | believe a mapped website would be a henefit to
Security National Bank, our customers, and the community. Ease of access to public information
on a timely basis would increase efficiency and effectiveness to our customers and provide us
with reliable information to assist in making informed decisions regarding customer requests.

Currently bank representatives need to drive to the courthouse or contact the courthouse by
telephone in order to request and access needed public information. We frequently utilize
maps of farm borrowers to review cropping practices, prepare for farm visits, analyze potential
land purchases, track land sales to establish comparable valuations, and search for liens or
encumbrances on specific parcels.

An effective Pierce County WebGis would stream line the process of retrieving public
information in a timely manner and allow after hour access. The time saved in searching public
information in Pierce County would serve the best interest of the public and private sectors.

[ view this improvement as a positive step, assisting us by eliminating unnecessary costs and
time delays.

Sincerely,

N OO

Douglas A. Ketelsen, Branch President
Security National Bank

P.O. Box 278 e Laurel, NE 68745 e« Phone 402-256-3247 « FAX 402-256-3058
P.0. Box 398 ¢ Osmond, NE 68765 « Phone 402-748-3321 « FAX 402-748-3592
P.0. Box 40 ¢ Allen, NE 68710 s Phone 402-635-2424 e« FAX 402-635-2515
P.O. Box 137 ¢ Hartington, NE 68739 e Phone 402-254-2455 « FAX 402-254-2455
P.0. Box 6 ¢ Coleridge, NE 68727 < Phone 402-283-4251 ¢ FAX 402-283-4761
Member

FDIC



White Realty & Appraisal
508 Main Street
PO Box 133

Neligh, NE 68756
Phone: 402-887-5142 whiterealty@ecitlink.net FAX: 402-887-4320
Mazxch 19, 2012

Pierce County Commissioners
% Pierce County Assessor
Peggy Wragge

111 W Court Rm 5

Pierce, NE 68767

RE: GIS System in Pierce County
To Whom It May Concern,

White Realty & Appraisal is in full support of the update of the Pierce County Assessor’s CIS
website to include GIS mapping applications. It would benefit our appraisal office, and
many others in the area, as well as the county assessor’s office itself, and the general public
of Pierce County. Time management, supply costs, fuel costs, and time constraints would be
greatly improved by this addition. As we are able to “help ourselves” via the WebGIS, the
office staff of the Pierce county Assessor’s office would be available to assist the general
public without delay. In addition to freeing up office personnel, the county records remain
uncompromised without laypeople such as myself shuffling through paper records at the
office. Finally, the internet is “open” twenty four seven. There are no office hours, which
can really be helpful during a rush situation.

Technology is moving forward, and we must do the same to stay competitive.
Sincerely,

&N

e ]
T
.

A
Keith White,
White Realty & Appraisal



CHILVERS ABSTRACT & TITLE CO., INC.

KATHY DRAEGER, TITLE AGENT
101 EAST MAIN STREET P.0. BOX 204
PIERCE, NEBRASKA 68767-0204
PHONE: (402) 329-4525  FAX: (402) 329-4845

March 19, 2012
To: Whom It May Concern (Nebraska State Records)

I am writing to support the Pierce County WebGIS on behalf of all of the branches of Northeast
Nebraska Title & Escrow, of which Chilvers Abstract is a part. We rely on public information on
a daily basis, and the ability to access this information on a website would benefit the efficiency
and effectiveness of our companies and therefore, our clients.

The current procedure is to secure the information needed by a visit to the courthouse, take time
to reproduce the documents, and then return to the office to assemble the information retrieved.
Because I am alone in my office, time away from the office is time away from my clients and my
production rate. Anything I can accomplish in my office is a time benefit to me as well as a
benefit to my clients. In addition, access to public information all hours of the day will enable us
to gather and work on the information after normal government business hours. The availability
of this information on a website will only enhance our retrieval process. It will also be an
enhancement of the confidence in the County government’s ability to efficiently serve the public
by offering at our fingertips a higher level of technology.

At this time, every business is conscious of cost and efficiency. This WebGIS will enable us to
reduce our costs of accessing public information and increase our efficiency immediately as we
will simply be able to access the up-to-date public information electronically in our offices on
our timeline. We view this step as a very positive improvement. For these reasons, our offices
will support this program and encourage your financial assistance for Pierce County.

Sincerely,
g Iy T
T@“@Lj\g I g Q)

Kathy Dracger -7
Title Agent/Office Manager



TOWN & COUNTRY AGENCY
PO Box 159
Pierce NE 68767
Phone: 402-329-4991 or 1-800-854-4402

March 28, 2012

Dear Nebraska State Records Board

I am the owner of Town & Country Insurance Agency in Pierce, Nebraska. [ have
satellite office in 8 other communities. On behalf of all our offices 1 give our full support
for the Pierce County Web GIS project. A mapped web site would benefit our insurance
offices, our customers, and the community.

We work daily with customers on their home and farm insurance. Having access to
public information would certainly increase the efficiency of all our agents. It would
provide us with reliable information that would assist us in underwriting property
insurance for our customers, especially in regards to farm layout. Having this information
available on a 24 hour basis would be helpful as well.

I never thought [ would be one to embrace the technical world but, let’s face it, if you
don't embrace it you get left behind. [ have come to realize that websites, such as the
Pierce County Web GIS project, are essential to the success of my agencies and my
employees. It is my hope that you will give full financial support to Pierce County in
their endeavor to provide our community with this valuable service.

Sincerely,

Richard L. Sirek



Elkhorn Ualley

BANK

& TRUST Member FDIC
118 EAST MAIN ST, Phone (402) 329-6953
PIERCE, NE 68767-1344 Fax (402) 329-6905

3-30-12

Nebraska State Records Board

On behalf of Elkhorn Valley Bank & Trust, Pierce, Nebraska, | would like to go on record of being in full
support of the Pierce County WehGIS. | believe the WehGIS would be a benefit to the bank, our
customers, and the community of Pierce. The access to public information on a daily basis would
increase efficiency and effectiveness to our customers and provide us with reliable information to assist
in making an informed decision regarding customer’s requests.

An effective Pierce County WebGlIS of retrieving public information would save me a great deal of time.
The time saved would help eliminate my after hours work and more opportunity to spend time with my
family.

Sincerely,

77
S L L /
ACax AL Lo Clel gy 1]~

/

Blaine Bockelman
Vice President

Your Independent Community Bank



Blaser Appraisal, Inc.
214 North 7 Street Sulte 2
Norfolk, NE 68701

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is being written in support of Pierce County WebGIS. I own Blaser
Appraisal, Inc. and conduct business in Pierce County, Nebraska. My office relies
on public information for the completion of the reports we complete. Access to
the information that will be available on this type of website will increase
efficiency in serving our clients. Other counties that I service have this type of
website and it is very beneficial to appraisers. I support this program and
encourage your financial assistance.

Jeffrey R. White
Blaser Appraisal, Inc.



CITY OF PLAINVIEW

205 W Locust
Box 757
Plainview NE 68769

Ph (402) 582-4928
Fx (402) 582-3939

March 26, 2012
Nebraska State Records Board;

On behalf of the city of Plainview, Nebraska, | would like to offer this letter as the community being in
full support of the Pierce County application for WebGIS. | firmly believe that a mapped website would
be beneficial for all of the residents of Plainview as a community. Ensuring ease of access to public
information on a daily basis will increase efficiency and effectiveness in regards to information
gathering.

As our economic climate changes and our needs grow, this project will make certain that Pierce
County/Plainview will remain in the forefront of gathering information and reliable data for all of our
needs.

Thank you for your partnership in this grant program along with Pierce County and its application.

Respectfully yours,

B ™ 7
\_ﬂfi\xdb.{, ML,Z; g
Michael L. Holton
City of Plainview

City Administrator
Plainview, NE 68769
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114 West Main Street, e Box 219 « Pierce, NE 68767
402-329-6221 = FAX 402-329-6224
www midwestbank.com

Service That Builds Relationships

At Midwest Bank, we value our tradition of exceptional personal service:
A tradition respected in the markets we serve and reflected in the relationships we build,

March 23, 2012

ilebraska State Records Board

On behalf of Midwest Bank, Pierce, Nebraska | would like to go on record of being in full support of the
Pierce County WebGlS, | think a proposed website would be a benefit to Midwest Bank, our customers,
and the community. Ease of access to public information on a daily basis would increase efficiency and

effectiveness to our customers and provide us with reliable information to assist in making an informed
and timely decision regarding custom request.

The current procedure to secure reliable public information is to visit the courthouse, take time to
reproduce the documents, and then return to the bank to assemble information in an organized
manner. We frequently utilize maps of farm borrowers to review cropping practices, prepare for farm
visits, analyze potential land purchases, track land sales to establish comparable valuations, and search
for liens of encumbrances on specific parcels.

An effective Pierce County WebGIS would stream line the process of retrieving public informationin a
timely manner and allow access for after hour access. The time saved in searching public information in
Pierce County would serve the best interest of the public and private sectors.

As our economic environment changes, | view this improvement as a positive step in assisting us all in
eliminating unnecessary costs and time delays to ultimately gain on efficiency.

Sincerely, o

- ‘”\

Came%hﬂSheFto
Midwest Bank

, President



LOWER ELKHORN
NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT

Lifelong Learning Center ¢ 601 East Benjamin Avenue ¢ P.O. Box 1204

(402)371-7313 FAX:(402)371-0653 www.lenrd.org NORFOLK, NE 68702-1204

March 26, 2012

ATTENTION: Nebraska State Records Board

Staff at the Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District (the District) believe the WebGIS mapping website
will be of great benefit to all citizens of Pierce County.

The District relies heavily on public information to ensure our databases stay accurate and up to date for
projects the District undertakes. The District relies heavily on County Assessors to provide us with
information in our Variance Process to add irrigated acres. In the process we require a map of the
proposed irrigated ground they would like to irrigate. This information relies on the landowner visiting
the County Courthouse and supplying us with copies of the current irrigated acres. With development
of WebGlIS the landowner would not need to visit the courthouse and will save crucial time for the
county assessor.

The District will also be conducting Certification of Irrigated Acres very soon. We will be asking
landowners to verify their irrigated acres. If a change is needed, we will easily be able to verify the
change by looking at WebGIS and looking at the irrigated layer; without having to e-mail or call the
assessor.

Madison County currently has WebGIS and has proven very useful to us. The District receives calls from
real estate appraisers asking us questions of what will happen to the ground that is irrigated during the
certification process. We can tell appraisers that the land they see on the website shown as irrigated is
what we will base our certification efforts on. They then base decisions on the information they can see
in front of them.

WebGIS for the assessors could be a stepping stone for other departments in the county to have
applications on the web. The Zoning Department could have maps on the web that would assist the
District with rules and regulations for Wellhead Protection Programs. The Weed Department would be
able to have areas they have sprayed with chemicals readily available for our field staff to know areas to
avoid. The County Road Department can have maps showing road closures so our field staff can save
time finding a different way to another field site. All county departments would find WebGIS useful.

For the above reasons, | support WebGIS and encourage your financial assistance for Pierce County.
Sincerely,
Itdsd P2, %

Michael Murphy,
GIS Specialist
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March 26, 2012

Secretary of State's Office

Cathy Danahy, Executive Director, Records Management
440 S. 8th St., Suite 210

Lincoln, NE 68508-2294

Dear Cathy;

The Northeast Nebraska Economic Development District (NENEDD) supports the Pierce County WEBGIS
project. Our staff and programs assist local governments, businesses, and individual homeowners in 17
counties in Northeast Nebraska, including Pierce County. The proposed WEBGIS project will provide up to
date information in an efficient and timely manner which will increase the efficiency and effectiveness of our
staff which serving our clients.

Our Housing Department serves low-moderate income persons through housing rehabilitation, down payment
assistance, and new home construction programs.

The Planning Department assists communities through grant writing, grant administration, conducting
environmental reviews, and preparing blight studies.

The Business Loan Department provides technical assistance and loans to businesses for the creation and
retention of jobs.

A Nuisance Abatement program is being implemented which will assist communities to identify and abate
nuisance properties.

The types of public information utilized on a daily basis include: property ownership, legal description, tax
valuation, age and condition of structures, flood plain status, zoning status, and property liens. Satellite maps
with the ability to measure distances and calculate buffer areas are also very beneficial when conducting
environmental reviews.

The ability to utilize up to date on-line public information resources will enable NENEDD access information
without the travel time and expense to go to the Courthouse in Pierce. Each round trip of 30 miles would cost
approximately $16.66 plus one hour of staff time. Web access to this information will enable NENEDD to
provide the region’s individuals, businesses, and local governments with these housing, planning, and
business services at a lower cost to our community and county members.

Please let me know if [ can be of further assistance.
Sincerely,

Thomas L. Higginbotham Ir
Executive Director

111 S. 1st Street | Norfolk, NE 68701 | 402-379-1150 | 402-379-9207 f | www.nenedd.org

Progress Requires Direction



PIERCE COUNTY ASSESSOR

111 W. Court Street, Rm. #5 ¢ Pierce, NE 68767-1224
Phone: (402) 328-4215 ¢ Fax: {402} 328-6413

Aprit 2, 2012

Nebraska State Records Board

440 S 48" St, Suite 210

Lincoln NE 68508

RE: Grant Application for Pierce County NE

Dear Grant Board:

{ am in full support of the WebGIS project for Pierce County. We have a basic text site through GIS
Workshop but have never made our mapping available to the public or other departments. | believe
moving to WebGIS will get our GIS information in front of the public {like realtors, appraisers, etc) and it
will be such a convenience for them. By making this information available to these businesspeople, |
believe it will allow the Assessor’s department to be more efficient . The WebGIS will also be useful to
ather County departments who now have to come into my office to see maps.

We've had much support for this project from the community and the Lower Elkhorn NRD. Please see
the letters of community support that were provided for more details. There was much excitement and
appreciation by the public when | toid them about this project, available grant funds and explained the
henefits to them.

We are discussing setting up a GIS budget for the County to facilitate not only the ongoing maintenance
for the two initial tabs as Phase 1, but to allow future departments to be added in subsequent Phases.

Thank you, in advance,

Respectfully,

Peggy Wragge, Assessor

Pierce County NE



0% Farm Credit Services of America

AGRICULTURE WORKS HERE..

April 2, 2012

Cathy Danahy, Executive Director
Nebraska State Records Board
440 South 8" Street, Suite 210
Lincoln, NE 68508-2294

RE: Grant Funding for County GIS Programs
Dear Ms. Danahy:

On behalf of Farm Credit Services of America, an Omaha, Nebraska-based company dedicated
to serving the credit, risk management and financial needs of farmers and ranchers in lowa,
Nebraska, South Dakota and Wyoming, I am writing to register our support for grant funding to
establish additional county-based GIS layers and WebGIS applications throughout Nebraska.

Our appraisal department is responsible for providing detailed reports that include:
e Area and neighborhood analysis including recent market trends and recent sales
activity;
» Specific location of buildings for flood insurance purposes;
e Location map of subject and sales; and
e Acrial and soil maps.

The availability of county records through the online format in counties that have information
built and on-line is very beneficial to our company. Not only does it reduce the amount of time
required to travel for inspections, it gives us access to county data (24/7) and the ability to offer
quick turnaround times for providing up-to-date, accurate appraisal reports to our customers.

The agriculture industry in Nebraska depends upon innovative data-sharing, like GIS mapping,
to compete in the most efficient and productive food system (American agriculture) in the
world. It is from this point of view that Farm Credit Services of America advocates for these
types of programs to supply our farm and ranch producers with the finest tools and
technologies available.

Providing GIS capabilities for all counties throughout the state would be a tremendous way to
keep our industry on the cutting edge.

Thank you for your consideration!

ﬁanker

VP Chief Appraiser
kirk.manker@fcsamerica.com
402-348-3367

402-661-3367 (fax)

fcsamerica.com
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