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Nebraska State Records Board 

440 S. 8th St. Suite 210, Lincoln, NE  68508   402-471-2745 

John A. Gale, Chairman 

 

APPLICATION FOR STATE RECORDS BOARD GRANT 

TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION 

 

 

1. Name of agency applying for grant : Cass County NE 

 

2. Grant amount requested $ 21,800 

 

3. Title of project: County WebGIS  

 

4. Brief description of project:  The project includes building a WebGIS application that 

will link to the existing Manatron/TerraScan database in use in the Assessor’s Office to 

promote online access to public records by citizens, businesses, other County 

departments and other local/county/regional/State agencies. 

 

 

 

 

  



Responses are required to all questions in Parts I & II and all associated documents that may be requested must be included 

in this submission in order to be considered for funding. 

2 

 

The Nebraska State Records Board is sponsoring a grant program for Nebraska 

government agencies for the development of programs and technology to improve electronic 

access to Nebraska government information and services by citizens and businesses with 

emphasis on web-enabled services.  The State Records Board has set the maximum amount 

of any grant awarded at $25,000.00 for this grant period.  The grants may be used for the 

creation or enhancement of electronic access and delivery of government services and 

information, but not to fund ongoing operations.  Nebraska government agencies wishing to 

apply for these grants may want to first contact Nebraska.gov to establish feasibility and 

scope of the project.  

 

NOTE:  Loss of Funding.  The NE State Records Board may be unable to award grant 

funds, in whole or in part, in the event funding is no longer available.   

Grant Criteria  

Grant projects requesting funding must meet criteria #1-3.  

1. Enhance the delivery of local government agency services and improve the public and 

business access to those services with emphasis on web-enabled services. 

2. Meet the all applicable Nebraska Information Technology Commission Standards and 

Guidelines. State’s technology access clause for providing equal access to services for 

persons with disabilities.  A copy of the technology access clause is available at:  

http://www.nitc.state.ne.us/standards/index.html under 2. Accessibility Architecture.  

3. If the project or service created or improved pursuant to the grant application involves the 

licensing, permitting or regulation of businesses, then the project or service must allow 

integration with the State of Nebraska’s Business Portal at: 

http://www.nebraska.gov/index.phtml?section=business, and the One-Stop Online 

Business Registration System at: 

http://www.nebraska.gov/osbr/cgi/domestic.cgi?/osbraapplication/init/init/None.  

In addition, the following criteria will be considered when reviewing applications:   

 Does the project enhance the delivery of state/local government agency services and 

improve the public, government and business access to those services? 

 Does the project enhance or create an online presence? 

 Does the project span more than one office or agency?  

 What is the size of the customer base for this service and the geographic impact? 

 Is there financial and or in kind contribution from other partners? 

 Is there documented community support for the project? 

http://www.nitc.state.ne.us/standards/index.html
http://www.nebraska.gov/index.phtml?section=business
http://www.nebraska.gov/osbr/cgi/domestic.cgi?/osbraapplication/init/init/None
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  Part I. Grant Detail 

 

1. Please describe the project in detail, to include your vision for the project (you may 

attach additional pages if necessary).  
 

Cass County has a robust GIS already in place which services multiple departments. They 

have an internal website that features some mapping with older technology but want to 

embrace WebGIS technology for increased information and functionality that will be 

accessed through the internet on a specific website designed for Cass County. 

 

As an initial phase, Cass County’s WebGIS will feature the core Assessor Tab plus 

additional departmental tabs for the Election Commissioner, Emergency Management 

and Planning and Zoning.  The WebGIS will also be helpful to other entities in the 

Courthouse. The Clerk’s Office will be able to field inquiries for information; the 

Treasurer’s Office will be able to use it for tax inquiries. The Weeds department will use 

it for determining property owners and property location for spraying noxious weeds and 

issuing notices to landowners.  

 

The Cass County Sheriff’s Office has GIS-based dispatch technology and GIS Workshop 

currently maintains the County’s 911 dispatching map. Installing the WebGIS will also 

assist dispatch during 911 calls and emergencies by providing easy access to aerial 

photography, site photos, site sketches and assessment database information for the 

property of interest.  It will also benefit both fire and rescue departments to aid in their 

situational awareness when responding to emergencies. 

 

The WebGIS will be developed and maintained by GIS Workshop, Inc.  It will provide 

public access to query the assessment database by property owner, address, and parcel ID 

numbers. If the above are unknown, the WebGIS also includes an option to manually 

select a parcel and from the map to query the database. 

 

The Cass County Board, Assessor, Election Commissioner, GIS Coordinator, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator and the Emergency Manager, other departments, cities and 

villages feel that this WebGIS will be useful by increasing efficiency for numerous 

County departments. The web-based environment also enables the general public to 

access this information at any time. 

 

 

2. Please describe who the beneficiary or recipient of this service will be.  

 

Anyone interested in land records information for the County will benefit from this 

project.  The County offices of Assessor, Clerk/Elec Commissioner, Register of Deeds, 

Treasurer, Emergency Manager, Sheriff, Roads, Planning/Zoning, Surveyor and Weeds 

will benefit from this program.  Property owners, banks, insurance companies, appraisers, 

realtors and attorneys will have access to the property assessment and valuation 

information at no extra cost to them.  Partner agencies such as the Natural Resources 

Districts, cities/villages and various State agencies will also benefit from easy access to 
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County data.  Efficiencies realized from 24/7 access will result in increased productivity 

and cost savings for both public and private entities.   

 

3. Based upon your answer to question 2, what do you project the adoption rate to be 

in 1 year, 3 years and 5 years? 

 

Based on input we have received from real estate professionals and other government 

agencies we believe the adoption rate of the WebGIS technology will be immediate.  

Numerous County department staff have attended Board meetings to express their 

support. 

 

4. Timeline for implementation of the project (a specific completion date (MM/YYYY) 

must be provided).  Grant funds may lapse if not expended prior to completion date. 

 

GIS Workshop confirms the project to be completed no later than December 31, 2012 

(12/31/2012). 

 

5. Does the project require additional statutory authority (explain)? 

 

No. 

 

6. Specify (in detail) what the grant money will be used for.  Include a complete cost 

breakdown of the project.  Please attach bids from vendors (if applicable) and 

describe the relationship, if any, between a vendor and you or your agency.  These 

documents are mandatory for the application to be considered for funding. 

 

We will contract with vendor GIS Workshop, Inc. to develop a WebGIS for Cass County. 

Attachment 1 contains an overview of the project in GISW’s Proposal document.  The 

Proposal is for development of a WebGIS site for Cass County, which will make 

information available 24/7. The total amount of grant money awarded to Cass County 

will be used to defray the following initial GIS development expense.  See attached 

proposal by GIS Workshop for this project. 

 

7. Collaboration.  Please specify in detail any other public or private contributions for 

your project (financial, labor, equipment etc.) from other sources.  Identify 

contributors and/or partners and specific dollar amounts. 

 

The Cass County Assessor, the GIS Department, Election Commissioner, Emergency 

Manager and Clerk Offices will all be assisting in compiling information, data entry and 

maintaining current data to assure all information is correct and up to date. GIS 

Workshop will be designing and building the WebGIS, coordinating with the County and 

hosting/maintaining the site.  Cass County Assessor, Election Commissioner, Emergency 

Management and Planning and Zoning staff will participate in GIS training provided by 

GISW.  
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8. Why is the grant money needed for the project and how will the service be sustained 

once the grant money is expended? 

 

The grant money is needed to allow the public access to important County information 

and to increase efficiency in the future.  Cass County will agree to maintain the program 

and any fees that go along with it to keep the system up and running for future years 

through budgeting of this County-wide WebGIS project and by making it a priority.  

 

9. Should available funding not allow the NSRB to grant the full amount requested, 

but a reduced amount, would this project still be financially feasible?  

 

The full amount will be necessary to initially defray the cost to Cass County of 

implementing the GIS.  The County fully anticipates being able to fully meet annual 

maintenance costs of the GIS after it is implemented. 

 

10. Please describe how this project will enhance the delivery of on-line government 

agency services and improve the public and/or business access to those services. 

 

The WebGIS application that is included as part of this project is a proven system for 

delivering tax assessment and related information.  The application allows the user to 

submit queries to the Manatron/TerraScan database containing tax assessment 

information.  The Property Record Card component of the WebGIS has several 

customized reports, derived from the Manatron/TerraScan database, containing land 

record information that are valuable to real estate professionals, citizens and other 

government agencies.  The web-enabled application also shows photos and sketches from 

the Assessor’s database. 

 

In addition to textual database information and photos/sketches the WebGIS application 

also includes GIS data layers such as land use, soils and aerial photography which are all 

valuable for visualizing information associated with government records. 

 

11.  Does the project involve the licensing, permitting or regulation of business?   

If yes, explain how the project or service will allow integration with the State of 

Nebraska’s Business Portal, located at: 

http://www.nebraska.gov/index.phtml?section=business, and the One-Stop Online 

Business registration system located at: https://www.nebraska.gov/osbr/index.cgi 

 

No, this is not applicable to this project. 

 

12.  Community Support.  Please include letters of support to document the public 

expression that has caused you to implement this application. 

 

Attachment 2 contains numerous letters of support from the Cass County community.  

 

  

http://www.nebraska.gov/index.phtml?section=business
https://www.nebraska.gov/osbr/index.cgi
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13. If the grant is to create an on-line application, is the application to have a fee 

associated with its use for accessing public records, or is the application free for use 

by the public, businesses and other governmental agencies?  

 

As a result of the 2011 SRBG application discussions, GISW developed a subscription-

based WebGIS option which would allow the County to offer advanced sales information 

on a subscription basis to end users such as realtors, bankers, insurance and other 

business professionals. The County has not yet made a determination if they will select 

the subscription-based option but will do this during the Scope of Work development 

process with GISW. 

 

  If there is to be a fee, provide any statutory authorization for assessing the fee.  

The County has not yet made a determination if they will select the subscription-based 

option but will do this during the Scope of Work development process with GISW. Any 

fee will be consistent with other Nebraska Counties who are using a subscription-based 

format. 

  

14. If the grant application is for a Geographic Information System project, do you and 

the agency you represent agree to share the data collected in that project, without 

costs, with other interested government agencies in the State that may have a need 

for such data? 

Yes. 
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Part II. Technical Information 
 

1. Describe the hardware, software, and communications needed for this project and 

explain why these choices were made. 

 

The construction of the Website is included in the fee with GIS Workshop. Cass County 

will purchase the additional years of maintenance fees.  These fees include unlimited 

maintenance, which will continue to keep this program current and to continue to be 

beneficial. 

 

Access to the data from the GIS program will be throughout the Internet. For persons that 

do not have Internet access, the Public Library supplies several computers for this service 

at no charge. 

 

Cass County believes that this program is necessary to keep the public up to date and 

informed and to increase efficiency across all departments. 

 

2. Address any technical issues with the proposed technology including: 

 

 Conformity with general accepted industry standards.  Projects which 

interface with other state systems (such as distance learning systems) must 

meet NITC technical standards and guidelines. (The NITC standards and 

guidelines are located at:  http://www.nitc.state.ne.us/standards/). 

 Compatibility with existing institutional and/or statewide infrastructure. 

 Reliability, security and scalability (future needs for growth or adaptation). 

 

The GIS will interface with the current Manatron/TerraScan (or any other CAMA 

provider selected in the future) database systems in use in Cass County today. 

The systems and data constructed for this project will meet all the applicable 

NITC and FGDC standards for GIS data and metadata.  The proposed software 

and data format technology is Esri-based. This is the industry standard GIS 

technology in Nebraska today. 

The GISW WebGIS interface is in use in numerous Nebraska counties with 

proven reliability.  Since it is based on Esri technology it is scalable and GISW 

continues to add features based on input from clients.  The WebGIS application 

also has security features for layers that contain sensitive information and for 

protecting features such as the Land Use Calculator Tool from unauthorized use.  
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3. Describe how the project will comply with the State’s Technology Access Clause:  
meet all applicable Nebraska Information Technology Commission Standards and 

Guidelines. Copies of the Standards are available at: 

http://www.nitc.state.ne.us/standards/index.html. under 2. Accessibility 

Architecture.  

The WebGIS for Cass County will be built and designed by GIS Workshop, with 

adherence to standards established by the State of Nebraska.  The digital map database 

has been developed using the Nebraska State Plane Coordinate System, NAD83 as per 

State/NITC guidelines. The system will comply with any other applicable NITC items.  

4. Agencies submitting grant applications for funding of a Geographic Information System 

(GIS) project must in addition to the standard grant application complete and submit the 

Supplemental Questionnaire for State Funded Entities on Land Record Information 

and Mapping-Related Grant Application found on the Boards website page “Grant 

Information” at www.staterecordsboard.ne.gov.  

The supplemental questionnaire has been completed and is attached to this application. 

 

5. Describe how technical support will be provided. 

Cass County will be responsible for sending data updates to GIS Workshop.  GIS 

Workshop will download a copy of the TerraScan CAMA data file every 24 hours to 

ensure that these data are up-to-date on the GIS Workshop server. GISW have dedicated 

technical support staff available at any time during business hours to service the County’s 

needs.  They will provide training, phone support and online support to help County staff 

quickly adapt to the new technology. 

 

Part III.  EXPECTATIONS 

 
It is the expectation of the Nebraska State Records Board that the grantee recognize the 

project as an ongoing effort to make public documents and or transactions more accessible.  

As this application relates to public documents the goal encompasses not only the 

availability of current documents as described in this application but the ongoing addition of 

new and updated documents in a timely manner.  This goal recognizes the public’s interest 

in not only historical information but the expectation that current data is obtainable.  The 

Nebraska State Records Board recognizes that this is a long term commitment on the part of 

the grantee and anticipates the continued financial support of the grantee to maintain these 

expectations. 

 

Part IV. STATE LAW COMPLIANCE 

   
Nebraska law, sections 4-108 through 4-114 state that no political subdivision of the State shall 

provide public benefits, to include grants or contracts, to a person not lawfully present in the 

United States. If this application is awarded in whole or in part, and during the time the grant is 

in effect, the undersigned, on behalf of the political subdivision grant applicant, by signing this 

grant application, affirmatively states and acknowledges that the political subdivision will 

comply with this law.  

http://www.nitc.state.ne.us/standards/index.html
http://www.staterecordsboard.ne.gov/
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